Joan McConnell
September 9, 1938 - May 28, 2020

Joan McConnell, age 81, passed away peacefully on May 29, 2020. She was born
September 9, 1938 in Kingston, Tennessee to Frank Johnson and Viola Selvidge.
Known to her friends as “Joanie” retired for Borg Warner Corp. in Bellwood Illinois before
moving to Arizona where she enjoyed the natural beauty here and rock collecting. She
was a hard working and frugal single mother.
Joan is survived by her brother Homer Johnson and her sister Loretta Singleton ; Her
daughters Glenda and Theresa Cunningham ; her grandchildren Sierra Parker, Brian Biagi
and Dillon Haskell ; Her great grand children Azerica, Jasmine, Dominic and Willow.
There will be a service held in honoring Joan McConnell on June 13th 2020 at Chloride
Baptist Church.

Comments

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

glenda haskell - December 24, 2020 at 11:21 PM

“

Glenda Haskell lit a candle in memory of Joan McConnell

glenda haskell - December 12, 2020 at 12:28 AM

“

Researching my family's roots has given me several friendships that I value. You first
"connect" with someone online who seems to be trying to dig up information about
the same suspected ancestor that you are. You can tell pretty quickly if that person is
a good sleuth or not - and if they, like you, are digging for the truth, not digging for the
sake of creating an impressive family tree.
I "met" Joan online, and she was one of those good sleuths. We were both dogged
by the fact that the ancestor's name was Barns. Johanna Barns, to be exact. Or
Joanna, to also be exact, depending on what source you were looking at. (Type
'Barns' into a search engine, and you'll find lots of them, mostly painted red).
I was searching backward in time from a John Barns b. 1822; Joan was searching
backward in time from her grandparents to a mysterious Johanna. For three years
we searched and dug and pondered, "Joan from Texas" and me. We didn't exchange
our full names, but we often emailed two or three times in a day. Not every day, and
sometimes weeks or a couple of months would pass between contacts, but more
often, it was every day. Eventually, we shared our last names and a bit more
personal information.
She found my 'missing link' - the Connecticut Barns grandparents of my John Barns,
a connection that led me backward in time to the early 1700s - but we could never
find the hard evidence that Johanna was his sister. There was ALMOST the
'preponderance evidence' that satisfies the competent genealogist, but not the
absolute AH HAH!!! of a church or other historical document. And yet, we continued
to believe that we were connected.
One day last March, Joan went silent. Emails weren't answered. I had strayed into
politics in an email, so perhaps I'd offended her. I let things rest for a few weeks and
then wrote again. I tried again a month after that.
Tonight I finally decided to find out what happened, and the search led me to this
obituary. Joan "passed peacefully" on the 29th of May. The one photo on her
remembrance page was taken some years ago, but when I compared it with a photo
she had sent me of herself and a granddaughter, I could see the resemblance.
I may never find the solid proof of a blood connection to Joan, but there is no doubt
in my mind that we do have one. Rest in peace, my friend, and tell John and
Johanna to send me a sign... I miss you.
Judy

Judy Andrus Toporcer - October 21, 2020 at 06:47 PM

“

You Didnt meet my mother online . She didnt have email either .. You have the wrong
person . we have no ancestors named Barns. Please remove this . Thank you
glenda haskell - December 12, 2020 at 12:37 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Glenda Haskell - September 09, 2020 at 09:35 PM

“

“

Dillon and Aunt Loretta miss you also
Glenda Haskell - September 09, 2020 at 09:36 PM

Glenda Haskell lit a candle in memory of Joan McConnell

Glenda Haskell - September 09, 2020 at 09:33 PM

“

“

Missing you on your Birthday
Glenda Haskell - September 09, 2020 at 09:34 PM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UR4T0av0o40

Glenda Haskell - August 09, 2020 at 07:59 PM

“

Glenda Haskell lit a candle in memory of Joan McConnell

Glenda Haskell - July 14, 2020 at 11:01 PM

“

Mom enjoyed spending time with her family . She was close to my son Dillon . She
and I were able to bring him to work with us at the Days Inn . After she retired she
watched him while i worked .one of the last things she done was help him get
enrolled in His EMT Classes. She was very proud of him becoming a firefighter and
EMT.

Glenda Haskell - July 12, 2020 at 12:55 AM

“

Mom played Basketball when she was in school , was active with bowling and golf
during her bor-warner years , and she practiced martial arts after retirement at
Moore's shou shu until it closed . We Called it Tai Chi but it was really Kung fu
slowed down !

Glenda haskell - July 12, 2020 at 12:28 AM

“

Mom was very active in the 1980s with her local chapter of the VietNow and
POW/MIA organizations. She served as quartermaster of Greater Chicagoland
chapter for several years. So much fun with her peeps Joanne and Frank Pavone

Theresa cunninghamtheresa7@gmail.com - July 11, 2020 at 09:35 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Theresa Cunningham - July 11, 2020 at 09:18 PM

“

Mom enjoying an evening

Theresa Cunningham - July 11, 2020 at 09:16 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Glenda Haskell - July 11, 2020 at 06:03 PM

“

Me and my mom shortly after she moved to Arizona
Glenda Haskell - July 11, 2020 at 06:05 PM

