Gail Jones Leitzel
December 10, 1934 - February 20, 2019

Lake Havasu City resident Gail Jones Leitzel passed away of complications from
pneumonia at the Kingman hospital on February 20, 2019. She was born Gail Bonter
Jones on December 10, 1934, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, to Jane Stetson and Charles
Edward Jones. Gail spent the first few years of her life in the mansion of her greatgrandfather, the Philadelphia hat-maker John B. Stetson. She met and married Marvin R.
Leitzel, an Air Force pilot, in Tampa, Florida, in 1952. Their son, Marvin, Jr., was born in
1954, and their daughter, Sharon, was born in 1956. After assignments at many bases
around the country, the family settled in Grass Valley, California, where Marvin, Sr., by
then a retired colonel, died in 1989. He was pre-deceased by Marvin, Jr., in 1975. Gail
established a home in Lake Havasu City in 2010.
Gail was well known for her lively presence and hospitality. She raised dogs and horses
and gardens, volunteered at many community events, caught dozens of trout, cooked
gourmet dishes, hosted many a bridge tournament, and gave of her time as a ham radio
operator. But her favorite role was being a beloved grandmother for her last 34 years. Gail
knew deeply Jesus’ abiding and unfaltering love. She was an active member of the Lamb
of God Lutheran church, where her memorial service will be held at 11:00 a.m. on
Saturday, March 16. She is survived by her daughter, Sharon Willis (Paul), and her two
grandchildren, Jonathan Willis and Hanna Cullen (Charley). Donations in her memory may
be made to the Lamb of God Lutheran Church, 2791 Inca Drive, Lake Havasu, AZ 86406.
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Comments

“

I just accidentally came across this obit, not knowing that Gail had passed on to the
Church Triumphant. We lost contact when I moved to Ohio a few years ago. She was
a big part of my life when my husband was Pastor at Clark Fork Lutheran. He died in
2012, and she was so helpful during his illness and hospitalization. She was a grand
dame, beautiful, vivacious, humorous, a great cook, interior decorator, and just wellbalanced woman. She so readily opened her home to the entire Clark Fork Church
so many times, to celebrate different occasions, including my husband’s last Sunday
of ministry, May 31, 2009. I will never forget her as long as I live, and I will always
say prayers of thanks for her life each time I think of her, and especially on All Saints
Day.

Sharon Nale - August 04, 2020 at 01:17 PM

“

Gail was one of the most beautiful souls I have had the pleasure to know. I met her in
Lake Havasu several years ago and we became fast friends! My wife and I would
visit her; not often enough, and we always had such a wonderful time! She, my
Mother in-law, and Lisa would have lunch and they would have such a fun time! She
could always span the age difference with her wit and charm! Everyone should have
known her! We will truly miss her and her fantastic attitude on life! The earth was
blessed for her time here and Heaven is a richer place now that she is there! We love
you Gail! Now rest in a life well lived!
Dennis and Lisa Roberts, Lake Havau City

Dennis E Roberts - June 12, 2019 at 12:52 AM

“

I have "It's a small world" type memory of Gail. Years ago, when our Wild Horse Trail
Chapter of the DAR met at her home in Clark Fork, Idaho, I noticed a poster of the
Stetson Hat Company on her wall and asked her about it. Yes, she was born in
Philadelphia as I was, and her great-grandfather was John Stetson. Aha, said I, my
great-grandfather, Raymond A. White, began working as a hat salesman for your
great-grandfather as a teenager, and worked for the company his entire life. We
compared notes and memories. Gail was born in 1934, and I was a war baby, born in
1943, and lived at my grandparents' home just a few blocks away from her family
home. Gail was a very friendly and gracious lady. How strange and coincidental that
we should meet thousands of miles away from our hometown...
Susan Church Moore, formerly of Sandpoint, Idaho, now living in Las Vegas, Nevada

susan c moore - May 11, 2019 at 09:02 PM

“

Such a wonderful lady! Gave her loving kindness to all she met and knew. Loved her
family and glowed when speaking of her grandkids. Sad for your loss but will look
forward to seeing her again. God's peace and comfort to family and friends.

Vickie Frandle - April 27, 2019 at 07:13 PM

